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*Change

One of the greatest values of literature is its power

to help children understand change as a natural way of life and
adjust to the different situations it brings. This paper presents an
annotated bibliography of eighteen children®s books that deal with
change: "Wilson's World," %“The Only Earth We Have,"™ ®Hills End,® "“The
Little Fishes," "Two on an Island," "My Side of the Mountain," "Blue
in the Seed,®™ "A Girl Cailed A1," "One to Grow On," "Are You There
God? It*s Me, Margaret," "A Cry in the Wind," "iHe's My Brother," YLet
the Ballocn Go," "The Boy Who Wouldn*t Talk,"™ "The Musical Palm
Tree," "Jambo Means Hello,"™ "Children of Vietnam," and "The Land and
People of Cambodia.® (TS)
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One of the greatest values of literature 1s its power
to help children understand cha..ge as a natural way of 1life
and adjust to the different situations it brings. In the
past, children were protected from many of life®s un-
pleasantries and certaln issues were avolded in thelr books;
but that practice 18 changing also. —For more than a decade
now, there has been a steady increase in the number of books
which deal not only with juvenlle, personal problems but
national and international 1ssues as well,

Children's reading interests as a rule, are influenced
by the times in which they live. These young people are con-
cerned about the conflicts which are vital to them; good
books can provide a measure of securlty and help them to
realige that change does not always mean peace and contentnent,

The news reports on TV, in dally papers, and 1n magazines
vividly portray the unsettled condltions in various parts of
the world. The mass medla reveal the fact that in our own
nation human hteings are struggling with urban decay, inflation,
raclal strife, pover'y, unemployment, pollution and political
grievances. Elementary children cannot egscape the disturbing
influence of these stressful conditions since they hear and
read‘some of the same information as adults. Upon watching

the six o'clock news on TV, they tecome witnesses to the horrors
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of war and violent demonstrations by angry adultﬁ}so they are
fully aware of the hostllities : nd misunderstandings of the
"adult world.

The slde effects of these exverlences are sometimes
reflected in the behavior of children, and the conditions have
glven rise to a new kind of lantuage usage among them. Some

cld words have taken on new meanings (crunch, freeze, pot
4 4

y
horse) and some new words have been added (life style, copout,

toke, !is.). There must have been a time when words like in-
volvement, survival, identity, realistic, commitment, and
relevance ware used malnly to express adult concerns--but they
are now in common use by grade school youngsters. And because
they understand the humen implications of these terms they are
demanding books that satisfy thelr needs in respect to thenm,

The current avareness of pollution problems and the
overuse of natural resources is finding expression in litera-
ture, and concern for the natural environment 1s reflected in
a growing number of children's books on various levels,

A primary book entitled Wilson's w°r1g13tells the story

of a 1little boy who paints his own bright, bea'™tiful world--but
| as thls beautiful world fills up with people, it also fills up
with cars, factories and smog. Because of this, Wilson paints
anot!.er world--a better world with peonple who want to keep it
clean and beautiful.

In The Only Earth We Havel”the author discusses the dangers

to humankind, if the earth's resources continue to he plunder-

ed--and describes what can be done to preserve and protect
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THE ONLY EARTH Wi HAVE,

These might be considered preventative measures, but other
klnds of reactions are presented in books where chlldren face
the world and manage to survive through their own efforts. Such
books are Hills End'8The Little Fishes,'?7wo on sn Island,¥and

"y Side of the Mountaln.lo

The Little ¥ishes 1is a book that tells about a courageonus

l2-year-old boy who wanders arouad the bombed city of Naples in
1943, After his mother's death, Guido is ever mindful of her
advice that "the two worthwhile things in 1life are love and
strength.” 1In the following statement, Guido prcves that he has
both: "It is understanding that makes the difference between

us and animals, and when you understand, you can feel & kind of
happiness in . e worst misery.,"®

My Side of the Hountalr relates the experiences of Sam

Gribley who becomes a 1ittle fed up with his crowded famlly con-
ditions and other pressures of clty apartment living, so he de-
cides to try his hand at 1iving alone in the wooded areas of
the Catskill #Mountains. During the year he spends there, he not
only survi¥ »s but demonstrates self-sufficlency and comes out a
more mature person, There is evidence that some of today®s non-
conforming young people approve of living in a similar feshion.
Children of today are concarned about acceptance, relevancy,
and identity. They are demanding toc know who they are; they want
to know who they are physically and socially. I believe that the

demands are a way of asking for reassurance, Youngsters are
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also concerned about security; they want to know where they fit
in the larger society; they want to know how they rate with thelr
teachers, parents and peers, I think the demands might also me~n
that they are looking fcr someone or sometning a bit more power-
ful than themselves. The resonating cries for relevant hooks
could very well mean that they are seeking a firmer grip on
reality--some kind of rock beneath thelr feet to provide great-
er security in this period of world tension, doubt, 2nd skepticism.
Literature 1s one of the best ways to provide for identity
and security. Through good books, children can achleve self un-
derstanding--and in do'ng so, they are in a better positlon to
understand others and cove with the world around them. Among the
many scod books to help in achleving these goals are those that follow

Blue in the 3eed 1uis the story of & young Korean toy who

suffers pain and embsrrassment because he is different. Bo¥x Chun
has blue eyes and this 1s a very unusual characteristic in Korea.
Blue eyes were the socurce of the boy's unhapplness and yet it

was through them that he found peace within himself.

4 zirl Called 1 ‘ldiscusses the grim realities that Al

has to face, Al is a brilliant nonconformist whose divorced

mother leavwes her alone in the apartment most of the time, so
she develops a friendship with a girl in a nearby apartment.
As their friendship grows, Al's lnsecurlty and lorellness are
revezled in contrast to her friend's happy family life, but &1

is no longer lonely.

16
One tn CGrow On describes the inner feelings of 1l2-year-
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old Janie, who 1s unsure of her friends and family, so she con-
tinually justifies herself by lying. A wvacation with her grand-
mother gives Janle a new outlook on 1ife as she learns to enjoy
her freedom and friends for what they are--and when this happen<,
her 1lying becomes a thing of the vast.,

Are You Ther. God? It's Me,Mergaret reveals the great

importance of peer acceptance, Margaret, who 1s almost twelve
has not filled out in the "right places" yet, so she constantly
asks God to help her to be "normal® in all the ways her friends
are,

The growing trend toward integrating special children
into the regular classrooms has resulted in =a large number of
books dealing with handicapped children. These changes which
afféct 'normal' children as well as those with speciel needs can
be successfully implemented through book actvities which alleviate
the classroos transition Tor both erouns. The following books
which present life in a realistic manner can be used effectively

47 with anpropriate classes,

A Orv in the Wind 613 the story of a ynung boy who learns

to accept his handicap and develops a saznse of self worth throuzh
the help of an understanding teacher.

He's ¥y Brother 15revoals & growing understanding among

siblings. Recause Jomie i1s slow and avwkward, he is a constant
source of irritation to his older brother, who finally realizes
that he, himself, is not perfect.

. 1
. Lot the Balloon Go 9presents the excitlng and challenging

achlevement of John Summer, a 8snug tic child who is ‘mprisoned in
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2 body he hates. His mind is filled wlth fantasles and
through them, he perform« great deeds which make him the ob-
ject of admiration by his schonl mates., It is his physleal
feat, however, that chanses the attitud>s of hls parents,

In The Roy Who Wouldn't ?alk,jﬁarlos wes frustrated

becanse he had trouble adjusting to a new language. He re-
fused o talk--excevt through sign lancuage--until he hecame
friends with a boy who could ..t read hls sigas and gestures,
~nildren can renefit greatly by reading bonoks which
help them to cope with ch«nge in the home, school and communlty,
rut ultimetely they must be preosred to deal with dlverse
cultures in our pluralistic soclety and learn to function
effectively in a shrinking world that brings frequent contacts
with venvles from many countries.

No problem of our time 1s more urgent than that of
establishing peaceful relations among peoples of the world,
among nations and individusl members of groups. By identifying
with book charzcters, & reader can bhetter understand peoples
from other cultures, for it is then possible for him/her to see
situatin~ns from their voints of view. And as a result of this
increased understanding "those people® begin to seem less
alien., Through honest books, children can get t. really know
peoples from many countries--how they live, what contributions
thevy heve made to world progress, and what values they hold
dear. This is a most lmportant function of literature, for
only through books are we allowed to freely enter the private

thoughts of those who are different from ourselves. The




following Yonks can provide the knowledge and sensitivity to
transcend the btarriers to wnrld understanding.

The Musical Palm Tree 113 e story of Pue.to Hica and

it relates the experiences of a small ooy, PFablito, and his
efforts to meke enough money to huy a mantiila for his mother,
?ablito, acting as a gulde take: the reader on a tour of

speclial plasces in San Juan,

*

Jambo Means Hello 8can be used with both primary and

intermedlate grsde children for it conntains a 1list of meaning-

ful defrnitions which relate to the african people and honestly

descrite a way of 1life. Thz book evokes a feeling of community
which 1s representative of the aAfrican culture.

The last two books deliver a heart-rending message,
nevertheless, they are realistic and they have speclal signifi-
cance for the situation in today's changing world. The situa-
tions which they depict are sad, "but it does not hurt the child
to resd about them unless his gradual development of & concern
for others is considered wrong (Burch, 1973, p.285)."

children of Vietnam 9aff1rms that none of the children

of today's 7ietnam has ever known peéce, not the nrotected
chlld of the wealthy southern family who has not seen flght-
i1ng nearby, nor the child of the refugee family living in the

. squallid refugee camp, nor the child of Siagon~-whether he 1ic¢
living with his family, or is & child of the #tre ts. Chlldren
who represent tnese and other aspects of vietnamese life must

be known 1f one is to understand what war does.

co
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The Land 2nd Feonle of “ambodla ?discusses Tambodiatsg

long history of conflict nnd conauest. It Aescribes the chang-
ing soclial structure and cultursl evolution as a background in
understanding the role of this small natlon in 4asian hlstory
and its place in today's world.

Discussion and other activities inv-lving books such as
those mentloned czn help children develop sensitivity to the
language of nthers, and achleve the kind of understanding
recessary to cope in today's changing worlAd.

In recognizing the universal quallities of humanity, books
encourage children to do likewise, 1f the leuders of towmorrow's
world are to cope with today's chansing world, they need to be
gulded bty the vislion that good books can provide. The concept
of global community hes made neighbors of the neoples of every
land, so 1t is important for youngsters tn begin to assume the
resvonsibility of thinking and ovlaaning with peonles of all

nations. Literature can help them to prepare for thls role of

world citizenship,
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